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To the Parents and Community of Wesley College

These are the findings of the Education Review Office’s latest report on
Wesley College.

Wesley College, in Pukekohe, Auckland, is a state integrated secondary school with
boarding facilities. Affiliated to the Methodist Church of New Zealand, the college
aligns Wesleyan principles and values with the principles of The New Zealand
Curriculum and provides students with a holistic framework for school life. The
College caters for boys from Year 9 to 15 and for girls from Year 11 to 15. Students
are proud of their school and appreciate the continued commitment of teachers and
staff to their learning and wellbeing. They have ready access to guidance, which
includes the services of a chaplain, and enjoy positive relationships with their
teachers.

ERO’s 2007 report identified concerns about personnel management and student
safety in the school boarding facilities. ERO returned to the college in 2008 and
2009 to review progress made in these areas. The principal and the deputy principal
in charge of boarding (DPB) continue to implement effective quality assurance
systems that promote student safety and well being, and have improved
accountability and reporting for hostel staff.

External student achievement data for 2009 show that most students achieve well in
National Certificates of Educational Achievement (NCEA) Levels 2 and 3 in
comparison with students in schools of a similar decile and in comparison with
national results. Maori boys achieve well in NCEA Level 1 and a significant number
of Pacific girls achieve University Entrance (UE). While many students make good
progress during their time at the school, ERO has some concern about student
achievement at Level 1 NCEA, including Level 1 literacy, and students’ attainment of
University Entrance, especially Maori students. ERO, the board and principal agree
that the achievement of students in the senior school is an area for review and
development, together with a focus on improving student achievement in Years 9 and
10. The board and principal also agree that it would be helpful to review the
academic and learning pathways that students follow in order to ensure that students
achieve relevant and meaningful qualifications.

Senior managers have clear expectations that teaching practices will include
planning to meet the needs of individual students. In most classrooms, students are
settled and work purposefully. Students are particularly engaged and successful in
learning in classrooms where teachers promote positive relationships for learning
and support students to learn in a variety of ways. Students participate and achieve
at local and national levels in a variety of co-curricular activities, including rugby in
particular, and increasingly, the performing arts. Senior students have opportunities
for leadership in the school and in the hostel.

Ko te Tamaiti te Patake o te Kaupapa
The Child- the Heart of the Matter






